Key Considerations for Formal Review for 2026 General Program Sponsored by Shenzhen Natural Science Foundation in Basic Research Fund
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	Key Considerations for Review

	1
	The applicant organization (leading applicant organization) shall meet the following conditions:
Institutions in Shenzhen or Shenshan Special Cooperation Zone with independent legal entity status, including universities, research institutes, medical and health institutions, and other enterprises with basic research capabilities (host institution of key laboratories approved by national, provincial, or municipal science and technology authorities), or social organizations, as well as other entities approved by the municipal government.

	2
	The Project Leader shall be a full-time employee of the applicant organization, undertake substantial tasks in the project research, have experience in undertaking basic research projects or engaging in basic research work, and meet one of the following conditions:
1. Holds a senior professional title or a doctoral degree;
2. Is a current PhD student. PhD students applying are exempt from the requirement that the Project Leader shall be a full-time staff member of the applicant organization, provided that they obtain explicit consent from their supervisor (clearly specifying the identity of the Project Leader and the start and end dates of the doctoral study period, with confirmation that the dissertation content will not be directly used for this project application). The applicant organization shall coordinate and align the research timeline of the General Program project with the PhD student’s academic schedule to ensure the project is completed and accepted on schedule.
3. Holds an intermediate professional title or a master’s degree, and is recommended by two senior professionals in the same research field.
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	Collaborating Institutions and Researchers: The core members of the project (including the Project Leader) shall be no more than five persons (students are excluded but may be included in the basic information section for statistical purposes). If a team member’s organization is not the applicant organization, it is considered a collaborating institution, and the individual is deemed a collaborating researcher. Collaborating institutions and their researchers shall meet the following criteria:
1. Collaborating institutions shall have independent legal status, limited to one organization; the number of collaborating researchers shall not exceed that of the applicant organization.
2. The application shall include the name of the collaborating institution and a signed cooperation agreement outlining main responsibilities, funding allocation, and intellectual property ownership (foreign partners are not eligible for fiscal funding). The applicant organization shall undertake the majority of R&D tasks, and the allocated fiscal funding shall be greater than that of the collaborating institution.
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	Where the applicant or collaborating institution is an enterprise, it shall submit a Letter of Commitment for Self-Raised Funds, undertaking to provide self-raised funding no less than the amount of municipal financial support allocated to the enterprise for this project.
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	Scientific Integrity, Ethics, and Safety Requirements: The applicant institution, collaborating institution, project leader and core members of the project team shall not be subject to any punishment restricting the application for fiscal-funded projects, nor shall they be included in the list of overdue projects without acceptance application or the list of overdue projects without fund refund. The project leader and core members of the project team shall not be included in the list of projects with failed acceptance.
Where the research content of the project involves scientific and technological ethics and security (such as biological safety, information security, etc.), it shall comply with the requirements of relevant policies and regulations including the Measures for the Review of Science and Technology Ethics (for Trial Implementation), the Measures for the Ethical Review of Life Science and Medical Research Involving Human Subjects (National Health Commission, Science, Education and Culture Fa〔2023〕No. 4), and the Measures for the Ethical Review and Service of Artificial Intelligence Science and Technology (for Trial Implementation). A certificate of ethical review issued by the ethics committee of the institution or entrusted organization shall be provided. (Shenzhen Regional Science and Technology Ethics Service Platform assists in conducting ethical reviews.)
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	Concurrent applications or repeated applications are not allowed for the same program.

	7
	Application Quota Rules: 
1. Full-time personnel from non-enterprise institutions.
① As a project leader, only one Natural Science Foundation Program (including General Program, Key Program, Major Program, Shenzhen-Hong Kong Joint Fund Category A, Young Scientists Fund Categories A, B, C) project can be applied in the same year;
② If the project applied in the previous year has been funded, the leader shall not apply for the same type of project as the leader in the current year;
③ The total number of municipal level science and technology projects applied for and undertaken (excluding platform and carrier projects, post-subsidy projects, and the projects whose completion reports have been accepted) shall not exceed 3. Youth Program applications are not counted before formal approval.
2.	Full-time personnel of enterprise institutions.
① The enterprise may apply for only one Natural Science Foundation Program (including General Program, Key Program, Major Program, Shenzhen-Hong Kong Joint Fund Category A, Young Scientist Fund Categories A, B, C) project per year;
② The total number of municipal level science and technology projects applied for and undertaken (excluding platform and carrier projects, post-subsidy projects, and the projects whose completion reports have been accepted) shall not exceed 3.
3. The research content of the proposal should not be the same as that of the proposal that has been funded through other channels or programs (e.g., national, provincial, or Shenzhen municipal science and technology projects or Shenzhen Natural Science Foundation projects or Shenzhen Medical Research Fund projects). The research content of the proposal should not be the same or similar as that of the proposal that has been submitted through another channel and is being reviewed, especially the proposals that have been submitted to Shenzhen Medical Research Fund.
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	Application Materials: The required attachment materials for the application project shall be complete and legally compliant.
(I) Copy of the 2025 tax payment certificate and the previous year’s audit report (with a QR-coded cover page filed via the unified regulatory platform for certified public accountants; not applicable to public institutions). If the 2025 audit report is not completed, a copy of the 2024 audit report shall be submitted.
(II) Origin of commitment letter.
(III) Degree or title proof for the Project Leader (one of the following):
1. A doctoral degree certificate; for current PhD students, provide the China Higher Education Student Information (CHSI) (https://www.chsi.com.cn) enrollment record. If no student status certification is available, or if the certification does not indicate enrollment at a Shenzhen-based university, an official enrollment certificate issued by the university’s academic affairs office or graduate school (with the official seal of the academic affairs office or graduate school) shall also be provided
2. A senior professional title certificate;
3. A master’s degree certificate along with two recommendation letters from senior scientific and technical personnel (holding senior professional titles) in the same research field;
4. An intermediate professional title certificate along with two recommendation letters from senior scientific and technical personnel (holding senior professional titles) in the same research field.
(IV) Copy of the signed labor contract between the Project Leader (not required for current PhD students) and their employers (within the validity period and sealed with the official stamp of the employer or the special seal of the HR department).
(V) Copy of the Project Leader’s Shenzhen social insurance payment record issued within the past three months prior to application deadline (not required for current PhD students) and a full-time work certificate in Shenzhen issued by the organization where the project leader is affiliated.  If personnel from higher education institutions established and approved according to national standards and approval procedures, either abroad or in Shenzhen, have not paid social security in Shenzhen, the human resources department of the applying institution must provide unified and sufficient materials to prove that the individual is employed full-time at the applying institution.
(VI) Copies of representative research achievements from recent three years (papers, monographs, patents, high-level talent certificates, awards, etc).
(VII) For projects with collaborators, a signed cooperation agreement with official seals from both parties shall be provided.
(VIII) Proof of research facilities and equipment at the applicant organization in Shenzhen (not required for universities or healthcare institutions).
(IX) For enterprise participants, a Letter of Commitment for Self-Raised Funds shall be submitted.
(X) Where the research content of the project involves scientific and technological ethics and security (such as biological safety, information security, etc.), it shall comply with the requirements of relevant policies and regulations, and provide an ethical review certificate issued by the ethics committee of the institution or entrusted organization.
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